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In my talk I will first review the various (equivalent) definitions of the preprojective algebra
associated to the path algebra of a finite (connected) quiver Q without oriented cycles. The
preprojective algebra will be viewed as a positively graded algebra, correspondingly we will
investigate its category of graded modules and derive from this its ring-theoretical and homological
properties. A key aspect will be to treat graded modules over the preprojective algebra as functors
on the mesh category of the quiver Q, which- in good cases - agrees with the preprojective
component. The focus will be on the tame hereditary case where the features of the preprojective
algebra are especially nice because of its link to the theory of Kleinian (or simple) singularities.
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